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Just like anything else, when you are reading any CBCT, you must have a systematic 

approach for reading your CBCT.  This will assure that you do not overlook anything.  No 

matter what cone beam unit you own, this system should really work for you. However, I 

always advise you sit down with your rep or the trainer for that unit to put the final details 

into your protocol.  Once you get this protocol going, it should take you about 7 minutes 

to read any scan. 

 

The most important thing you want to do when viewing a scan is to look at the 

problem tooth LAST!!   

 

There are 3 views that you should look at when viewing your scan: AXIAL, SAGITTAL (or 

panoramic) and CORONAL.  In each view you MUST review the following: 

 

1. Cortical borders 

2. Cancellous bone 

3. Periradicular spaces 

4. Sinus 

5. Teeth  

6. Roots (ie. resorption) 

 

Your first pass through the scan will be when you SCREEN, you are NOT looking for 

abnormalities at this time.  I usually do this in the Orthogonal View. 

 

I will then do another screening pass in the Oblique View.  And then do a more focused 

view of the tooth in the Oblique View.  At the time of the second pass, this is where I will 

manipulate the cross hairs to get a little more of a detailed view.  Record all of your 

findings.  This method really helps avoid overlooking disease.  Use the next sheet to 

document your findings when you are reviewing your scans. 
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RECORD YOUR OBSERVATIONS in the ORTHOGONAL VIEW:  

 

AXIAL VIEW: 

 

1. Cortical borders:  

2. Cancellous bone:  

3. Periradicular spaces:  

4. Sinus:  

5. Teeth:  

6. Roots (i.e. resorption): 

 

SAGITTAL VIEW:  

 

1. Cortical borders: 

2. Cancellous bone: 

3. Periradicular spaces: 

4. Sinus: 

5. Teeth: 

6. Roots (i.e. resorption): 

 

CORONAL VIEW: 

 

1. Cortical borders: 

2. Cancellous bone: 

3. Periradicular spaces: 

4. Sinus 

5. Teeth 

6. Roots (i.e. resorption): 
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RECORD YOUR OBSERVATIONS in the OBLIQUE VIEW: 

 

AXIAL VIEW:  

 

1. Cortical borders:  

2. Cancellous bone:  

3. Periradicular spaces:  

4. Sinus:  

5. Teeth:  

6. Roots (i.e. resorption): 

 

SAGITTAL VIEW:  

 

1. Cortical borders: 

2. Cancellous bone: 

3. Periradicular spaces: 

4. Sinus: 

5. Teeth: 

6. Roots (i.e. resorption): 

 

CORONAL VIEW: 

 

1. Cortical borders: 

2. Cancellous bone: 

3. Periradicular spaces: 

4. Sinus: 

5. Teth: 

6. Roots (i.e. resorption): 
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DESCRIBE THE PROBLEM (i.e. PARL): 

 

1. Location: 

2. Radiographic Density: 

3. Size: 

4. Shape: 

5. Borders: 

6. Internal architecture: 

7. Surrounding tissues (i.e. effect of sinus): 

 

 

IMPRESSIONS: 

 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

 

 
 

 


